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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 0267 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUB J : BANSI LAL ALSO RULES OUT EARLY ELECTIONS 

REF: NEW DELHI 208 

1 . IN A JANUARY 5 SPEECH BEFORE CONGRESS WORKERS IN MEERUT 
(U.P.) DEFENSE MINISTER BANSI LAL SAID THERE WAS NOT POSSBILITY 
OF HOLDING PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTRUE. HE 
CLAIMED THERE WAS NO NEED FOR EARLY ELECTIONS BECAUSE THE 
CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS HAD BEEN DULY ELECTED BY THE 
PEOPLE AND WERE THUS FULLY LEGITIMATE. 

2. BANSI LAL, AN ITIMATE OF SANJAY GANDHI AND A MEMBER 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S INNER CIRCLE, GIVES ADDED WEIGHT 
TO HOME MINISTER OF STATE OM MEHTA'S EARLIER DISMISSAL OF 
ELECTION RUMORS AS "PURELY SPECULATIVE," (REFTEL). 
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